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A ‘been there, done that’ mindset paired with an increased 
environmental awareness is driving travel in a different 
direction. A quest for time, space and rarity has evoked a 
pursuit of new terrains, more poignantly, terrains that in time 
may be gone forever. In recognition of vanishing ecosystems 
and comparatively thriving regions new to the travel radar, 
Wanderlust celebrates those who have explored before us, those 
who took on hidden landscapes and conquered them despite 
being regarded as off-limits, and those for whom the exclusivity 
of exploration is now no more. 
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Inspiring a considered consumer with a 
heightened hunger for adventure, explorers 
of yesteryear embarked upon personal 
challenges so extreme that their separation 
from society stretched not only geographically, 
but metaphorically also. The ill-fated 1910 Terra 
Nova Expedition, and in particular Captain 
Falcon Robert Scott earned a place in history 
books for all the wrong reasons; perishing on 
return from the South Pole, Scott and his four 
comrades fought the elements and lost. ‘Scott’s 
Last Expedition’, held at The Natural History 
Museum throughout 2012, is recognition of the 
feat endured through an exhibition of once lost 
photographs and recovered artefacts.

Today, as we celebrate historic exhibitions 
through a manifestation of the trips remaining 
mementos, we engage with contemporary 
explorers in real time. In 1998, following a stint 
in the British Special Air Service (SAS), Bear 
Grylls became one of Mount Everest’s youngest 
summiteers at the age of 23. Subsequently 
commissioned to present 12 hour-long 
programmes entitled ‘Man Vs Wild’ for the 
Discovery Channel, Bear travelled the world’s 
most volatile landscapes, bestowing his survival 
tips upon the masses along the way. Attracting 

a global audience of over 1.2 billion viewers, 
‘Man Vs Wild’ is now one of most watched 
programmes on earth.

Among a small group of modern day explorers 
whom through the media’s reach have found 
themselves the public embodiment of outdoor 
adventure, Grylls is a contemporary thrill-seeker 
who is as awe-inspiring as he is inspirational. 
Acknowledged for his environmental efforts, 
motivation and camaraderie, in 2009 Grylls was 
nominated the youngest ever Chief Scout to 
the Scout Association, becoming a figurehead 
for 41 million Scouts and Guides worldwide. 
An organisation that has seen growth of 
epic proportions in recent years, Scouting is 
enjoying a boom in membership that could be 
as equally attributed to the popularity of figures 
such as Grylls as it could the appeal of low-cost 
joining fees amid a recession.

Not reserved solely as an extra-curricular 
activity among children, outdoor adventure 
is appealing increasingly to an adult market. 
In film, ‘The Adventurer’s Handbook’ (2013), 
based on Mick Conefrey’s best-selling manual, 
will follow four friends who inspired by their 
favourite book embark on a globe-spanning 

adventure in an attempt to escape the everyday mundane. In support of 
the renewed interest in the Scout movement, ‘The Adventurer’s Handbook’ 
celebrates traditional survival skills, non-reliant on modern technology. 

A heightened awareness of the benefits of sustainable tourism for both the 
planet and personal well-being is heralding a rise in people trading their 
traditional package holiday for experiential travel to remote locations in search of 
that ‘once in a lifetime’ experience. Holidaying trends are turning towards smaller 
more unique experiences, meaning sights and cultures that have traditionally 
been enjoyed on screen or in print; we now want to experience first-hand. 

Destinations are being awarded merit upon notions of access, in particular, 
remote access. ‘Antarctica – Off the Beaten Track’, One Ocean Expedition’s 
13 day trip visits the Antarctic Peninsula offering participants unrivalled access 
to a pristine landscape and its abundant wildlife. In recognition of the former 
exclusivity of access to such landscapes, and those select few for whom this 
access was once granted, One Ocean’s Falkland Island tour includes a visit 
to the burial place of one of the most famous Antarctic explorers, Sir Ernest 
Shackleton. The exclusivity and depth of exploration has undoubtedly been 

opened up with the help of modern technology, 
and in turn, technology is facilitating choice in 
terms of the levels at which we engage with the 
environment.  

‘The Patagonia Experience’ from Nomads of 
the Seas visits some of South America’s least 
visited territories, from the comfort of a stylishly 
reconditioned research vessel. Offering tailor-
made trips tending to all degrees of adventurers, 
itineraries can include trekking through virgin 
jungle, heli-hiking to remote mountains and scaling 
glaciers, whilst access to a Bell 407 helicopter and 
Zodiac Hurricane boat only add to the possibilities. 

Encouraging travellers to venture away from tourist 
trails G Adventure delivers a range of all-inclusive 
trips that despite providing an ease of service not 
dissimilar to that of a traditional package deal, 
offer an experience unlike any other. Running trips 
such as ‘Discovery Channel inspired adventures’ 
and ‘Y.O.L.O (You Only Live Once)’ experiences 
aimed at 18-30 somethings, G Adventures holiday 
ethos is to provide unforgettable adventures for all, 
regardless of budget, age and taste. 

Comfortable accommodation may somewhat 
dilute the expedition experience; however it is 
clear that the idea of luxury is being reconfigured. 
Travellers are keen to forgo traditional creature 
comforts in return for an experience that will enrich 
in other ways. The same sense of adventure and 
escapism that was once exclusive to the few that 
pushed boundaries to the ends of the earth, has 
since been packaged up and made available to all. 
For the modern wanderer that knows no bounds, 
horizons are broadening.  

“Today, as we 
celebrate historic 
exhibitions through 
a manifestation of 
the trip’s remaining 
mementos, we engage 
with contemporary 
explorers in real-time.”

Bruce Poon Tip 

G ADVENTURES
Founder

G Adventures is a travel company with a difference. Founder Bruce Poon Tip 
started the company in 1990 with a desire to ‘create an authentic, sustainable 
travel experience like nothing the world had ever seen.’ We caught up with Bruce 
for a quick chat about what G Adventures offer to the budding explorer. 

What do you think the key factors in individuals wanting to swap their traditional 
‘package’ holiday for more adventurous travels are?

These days, people want more from their holiday time. As the world changes, people are 
growing more inclined towards giving back and sustainability. These days, we’re becoming 
more aware that holidays can have a positive impact and greater purpose than in the past.

We have noted a rise in the popularity of expedition style holidays to the Polar Regions 
in particular. Why do you think these areas are of increased interest to the public?

I think there’s a growing desire to disconnect from the modern world – and remote regions 
allow one to do that. The Polar Regions are our last wild frontiers and some of the most 
pristine remote areas in the world. They offer respite from smartphones, email, Facebook and 
Twitter. This contrasts with the trend five years ago when demand tilted to cultural hustle and 
bustle – places like Moroccan markets and busy travellers’ towns like Hanoi and Cusco.

The tours that you offer open up new locations and hidden wildernesses to everyday 
people. Once these have been experienced, what’s next?

Well there is a lot to see. Most people are lucky enough to see even a quarter of their planet 
in a lifetime. But I guess when you say “what’s next’ to someone like me, I think about the 
next frontiers – and that would be space and undersea exploration, lost islands like Tristan Da 
Cahuna and remote cultures in the Amazon. The world is a wild and wonderful place.
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